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Atlag, O the Wame OF, e Breneficent, e Werciful
NabmaSubs Wenusalli Alaa Rasooliit Kareem

% “Ash-Hadu Al Laa Ilaaha Illal Laahu
@) Wahdahu Laa Shareekalahu Wa
Q) Ash-Hadu Anna Muhammadan
&) ‘Abduhu Wa Rasooluh” (Sallallaho

‘Alaihi Wasallam). All Muslims around
& the world are familiar with this phrase, as
@) this is the foundation of
@) their belief, meaning “/

bear witness that

there is none
@) worthy of worship
@y besides Allah, He
Q) Who is One and has

no partner, and I bear witness that

Muhammad (Sallallaho ‘Alaihi Wasallam)

is His servant and His Messenger.” 1t is
@) the first pillar of Islam—Shahadah— and one
@) must declare this Kalimah in order to

declare that they are a Muslim, and will do
& all that is required of a believer. This is the
base of a Muslim’s Iman — their faith. By
@) definition, Iman is having faith in
@) something and declaring it, and a Muslim’s
&) faith lies in the firm belief in Almighty
& Allah and the teachings of His Beloved

Y] Prophet and Messenger, Muhammad
Many of us are confused as to why one

@) must say “Ash-Hadu” — “I bear witness”;
“Laa Ilaaha Illallahu Muhammadur
Rasoolullah” (There is no deity but Allah

Q) Wasallam) is the Messenger of Allah) in
@9 order to declare our faith? Because, we can
& how will others know of it? This is not
declaring our faith. As well as

W /P

sFatimah Zehra
-Leicester (U.K.)

acknowledging, we must also readily (§)
observe our faith, thus bearing witness is ©)
the key to Iman. By bearing witness, we

accept the Oneness of Almighty Allah, we 9
accept His Orders, and we accept the
teachings of His Messenger, Prophet
Muhammad Sallallaho ‘Alaihi Wasallam.

So, what is Iman? Allah Almighty tells
us in Imaan e Mufassal that there are
seven fundamental tenets
that we must believe %
in: “Aamantu fd
Billaahi Wa
Malaaikatihi Wa
Kutubihi Wa
Rusulihi Wal Yaumil Aakhiri Wal 9
Qadri Khayrihi Wa Sharrihi Minal N9
Laahi Ta’ala Wal Ba’thi Ba’dal Maut”
meaning “I believe in Allah, and His
Angels, and His Scriptures, and His (§
Prophets, and on the Day of Judgment, ¢
and that every good and bad is pre-destined
by Allah the Exalted, and in the 9
Resurrection after death.” In the process 40
of becoming a true believer and (9
strengthening Iman, one must not only D
learn these words, but have conviction
when he says them. The tenets defined €
above are so crucial to a Muslim’s faith (&
that it has been stated in Durr-al-Mukhtar ¢
that “...if a Muslim boy does not learn N
these tenets and say that he believes them,
he becomes a renegade when he reaches
puberty”, meaning that he must declare his ¢
faith and become a Muslim again once %

reaching the age of puberty.
N.B. It is important to note that believing ¢§)
and voicing the seven precepts above does ¢9)

not exempt a Muslim from all other duties
and beliefs (prayer, fast, alms, pilgrimage,

Sallallaho ‘Alaihi Wasallam.
@) why can we not just recite the first Kalimah
&
% and Muhammad (Sallallaho ‘Alaihi
@) acknowledge our faith to ourselves, but
Q) dl.oa/H[R00¢ | ay : ou |
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and adhering to the teachings of Prophet
Muhammad Sallallaho ‘Alaihi Wasallam).

Al Imam al-Rabbani writes that “a
@y responsible person (one at the age of
e puberty) first has to correct his Iman, his
faith. That is, to learn and believe faith as
©) taught by the scholars of Ahl e Sunnat Wal
@) Jama’at.” But today, we see many of our
@) brothers and sisters who recite the afore-
&) mentioned words with no thought to what
& they mean, what those words signify, what
%} they require us to do. We allow ourselves
@ to be influenced so much by the views and
) beliefs of the West that, as Muslims, we
& do not know what our faith is. We shun
the words of the Scholars who have
@) preceded us and choose to listen to the so-
called (western) ‘gurus’ of today. We find,
& amongst us, those who question the very
oY) existence of Allah, who question the status
@) of His Beloved Messenger, our Prophet,
@) Hazrat Muhammad Mustafa Sallallaho
‘Alaihi Wasallam, who question the
innocence of the Angels, and who question
@9 the devilry of Shaytaan. We question the
@ validity of the Books (of Allah) and the
reliability of the teachings of the Prophets
(‘Alaihimus Salaam), we bemoan our fate,
and we generally do not think about death
and anything that precedes or proceeds it.
We believe, for some unfathomable reason,
that no matter what we do, we will gain
% entry in to Paradise on the basis that we
@) believe in Allah and His Prophet
(Sallallaho ‘Alaihi Wasallam).

@y My dear brothers and sisters, whether
you choose to believe the state of our
Muslim Ummah today, or turn away from
it, it is nevertheless a fact. We retaliate

against the Islamic principles, morals and ¢$)
values that our parents have imbibed in us ¢
in search of fame, fashion, wealth and
success; our children are raised in %)
ignorance, unconsciously rebelling against ¢
the very Islam that gave us freedom and
rights; our religion is degraded, our beliefs
distorted, our pious predecessors defamed

by the media and the masses and we sit ¢Q
back and complain about it all, but what %
are we doing to reform it?

We have handed our faith — our Iman — @
in to the hands of terrorists who manipulate 9
what Islam really is and who fuel the
propaganda on Islam with their actions. O
believers! Taking action does not mean to ¢$
accost the lives of others, but to look at ¢®
ourselves and how we are contributing, or
not, to our Ummah. There is a
misunderstanding, particularly amongst the ¢9
westerners and the less informed of us that ¢®)
the word “Jihad” means to take the lives

of others for the sake of your religion; a €9
word misinterpreted as “Holy War” and ¢9
synonymous with terrorism. However, let ¢®)
it be known that our Beloved Prophet N
Muhammad Sallallaho ‘Alaihi Wasallam €9
has stated that the best form of Jihad is ¢§
Jihad-un-Nafs — Spiritual Exertion. We will ¢
elaborate on this topic at a later date, but
for now, it is sufficient to say that in order
to make a change, we must change
ourselves.

¢d
¢
Neil Armstrong once said, “That’s one %
9

G

GG

small step for a man; one giant leap for
mankind.” To change ourselves, we must (8
have knowledge of our religion, we must O
be aware of what it takes to be a true
believer and take steps towards it, we must
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be sincere in our struggles to overcome the
obstacles lying in the path of obtaining
complete Iman, and we must have
conviction in our hearts for the truth: that
@) verily Allah is our Creator, Provider,
@) Sustainer and our Lord and His Beloved
Muhammad Sallallaho ‘Alaihi Wasallam is
) His Last and Final Prophet and Messenger,
@) whom we love and follow the teachings

@) of.

Prophet Muhammad Sallallaho ‘Alaihi
Wasallam has stated, “He who knows
) himself, he knows his Lord.” And, how
can we know ourselves but to know the
religion that Allah the Exalted has
bestowed upon us. It has been narrated by

@) Anas Ibn Malik (Radi Allaho ‘Anhu) that
& Rasoolullah Sallallaho ‘Alaihi Wasallam
stated, “Seeking of knowledge is

@) incumbent upon every Muslim” (Ibn
&) Majah) for indeed, there is no poverty
worse than ignorance. It has been made
[ clear to us that we must gain knowledge,
@ not just worldly, but Islamic knowledge
@ from the cradle to the grave, even if we
must travel to the corners of the world. It

is knowledge that civilizes us, and
distinguishes us from the animals. My dear
brothers and sisters, ask yourselves, if you
were to be ignorant and illiterate, what
would the likelihoods be of you being
successful? When would you be able to
decipher between one who is helping you

) out of the kindness of his heart and one
& who is merely using you as a pawn for his
@) big finish — a means to an end? To have
@) knowledge is to have power — to have the
upper hand — and, when used correctly,
% opens the doors of countless opportunities

for us, in addition to boosting one’s ()
acumen and garnering respect.

This article was aimed as an
introductory discourse to faith, where (§)
Islam is at right now and what we must N9
do. Insha Allah, Allah Willing, we will
make a humble attempt to inform you of
various aspects of Islam each month, so (&
that we may be learned and become more £9
practicing in our faith.

All praises are due to Allah, we praise )
Him, we seek His Help, we supplicate to ¢
Him and ask for His Forgiveness. We seek
refuge in Him from the evil that comes from
within us, and from the wrongdoings of
our actions. Whomsoever Allah guides, no ¢

one leads him astray. May Allah guide us 30)
all. Aameen. Allahumma Aameen. %
Wa Maa ‘Alayna lllal Balaagh. %)
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